
Community Forum #7 -Open 

 

March 7th Open Forum Notes 
  
1)   For those who have attended the forums, what are some of the themes you have seen emerge 
through the conversations? 
  
Turning towards sustainability 
  
Talking about bigger issues. The difference between being affected by outside change and the change 
coming from within the community. 
  
Listening to each other 
  
“regular” people aren’t represented. Most attendees are part of a group or an organization or have an 
agenda 
  
People want to live in  a quiet place with few government programs. 
  
Education is more than schools. It’s a partnership between all aspects of community 
  
Volunteerism should be sustainable 
  
We need alternative access/route through town 
  
Social sustainability. Local resources can drive local economy—such as local industry using disease-killed 
pine. 
  
Interior transportation within the community 
  
Growing need for senior services 
  
More local employment 
  
Shopping locally 



  
What is Gov. responsibility and what needs must be met from private sector/individuals? 
  
What is the role of Government 
  
Balance between needs of older population and those who are coming to town to start their lives. 
Fairness and balance. 
  
Acceleration of tourism. Good and bad. 
  
Are there too many events? 
  
Have more local events that don’t need to draw attendees from out of town 
Better/different management of events. Especially management and ordinance enforcement of noise 
and light pollution. 
  
  
2)   How do we treat each other? Have these forums changed or influenced the way you view and 
communicate with others in our town who hold an opposing vision to yours? 
  
They’ve been a good opportunity to touch base with others who we disagree with on some things. 
Friendships have been made because of it. 
  
Nice to have a face to look at when working through an issue/concern. 
  
New connections have been made, but themes have been too general. 
  
We should use these meetings in a general/informative way, but should talk to each other if we want 
specifics 
  
Healthy, open forum 
  
People like meeting in person rather than electronic communication/ newspaper letter to editor 
  
  
DID WE MISS ANYTHING? Any Subject you wished we’d covered in a forum? 
  
Communication. New cell phone tower, struggling newspaper 
A discussion of town justice system. 
  
3)   What has made past projects or efforts in Nederland successful? 
  
  
Organizations working together. Library, for example. Good communication was key. 
  
Recognition of community champions and volunteers 
  
Partnerships (town, county, citizens, non-profits, town boards) 



  
Projects that fit with town character. Steam shovel, for example. 
  
Funding. Grants and taxes 
  
Small groups with lots of energy 
  
Excitement/hype/ publicity 
  
Alisha 
  
Fun 
  
Feeling of being included 
  
Validation of our efforts 
  
Constructive critique 
  
4)   What has prevented past projects or efforts in Nederland from being successful? 
  
Accountability 
  
Quality of communication. Negative communication has brutal affect. 
  
People not getting involved. It’s easy not to get involved 
  
Not listening 
  
Leader not organized 
  
Leader with animosity toward others 
  
Top down decisions suck 
  
Cost. Things fall apart when they get expensive 
  
Number of people involved 
  
5)   What would you suggest be included in the May 21st Summit? 
  
No one gets everything. We need to commit to compromise. 
  
Work  with what we have to get specific solutions 
  
Write a concrete set of goals and emerge with a proposal 
  



Summit should not be broken down into small groups. We’d all like to be a part of all the groups. Holistic 
approach. 
  
Perhaps each group talks about all topics. Meetings are divided by time, not topic. 
  
What is going on in the world? How does that affect our local vision? 
  
Questions should be more specific, thus producing more tangible results, rather than the conceptual-
style format we’ve had so far. 
  
Keep it positive 
  
We need to check in with our goals after the summit. And often. 
  
Food 
  
Make it known that everyone is invited and everyone is empowered. 
  
Reminders to people to attend—post cards, notices in utility bills 
  
Remember that this is a roadmap, not a mandate 
  
Changed in the world will have a dramatic effect on our community—such as climate change, peak oil. 
We should see our town in the context of the whole world. 
  
  
6)   After envision 2020 is established, what is the best way to continue the work and continue the 
momentum? 
  
Feedback to the community 
  
Deadlines 
  
Each participant is given tokens to place on a board in the area they feel is important 
  
Take a look at what we come up with. Should some things be directed toward government, some to 
chamber, some just to evolve with new or existing groups? 
  
Have both positive and negative place to place your tokens. Not just for what you are for, but what you 
are against. 
  
Concrete goals 
  
Logistics. Can we meet in a circle or use classrooms? A microphone for ease of hearing. 
  
Focus should not be on projects. Forum should not be a place to compile a wish list. 
 
 


